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Your web browser is no longer supported. To improve your experience update it hereLIVE BLOGQueen's coffin lying in state at Westminster HallVictoria has further eased its border restrictions with New South Wales, allowing fully vaccinated travellers to freely enter.The Victorian Chief Health Officer's update this afternoon said there will be no
more "red zones" in NSW under the state's traffic light travel permit system.The change means fully vaccinated travellers coming from anywhere in NSW, including Greater Sydney, will no longer need to undertake tests or quarantine to enter Victoria.Victoria has eased border restrictions to travellers from NSW red zones. (Getty)People who are not
fully vaccinated and are coming to Victoria from a NSW orange zone - mainly the Greater Sydney region - will be required to isolate when they arrive in Victoria and get tested for COVID-19 within 72 hours.They will have to stay isolating until they receive a negative result.The Victorian Government had previously announced that under the new
border restrictions, which come into effect at 11.59pm today, vaccinated travellers who entered Victoria would have to return a negative COVID-19 test no more than 72 hours before entry.Once they entered, they would have had to get tested and isolate until they returned a negative test result.Children under the age of 12 who are not eligible for the
vaccine can travel under a parent's permit.If a parent or guardian they are travelling with is not fully vaccinated, they will be required to follow the requirements that apply to that parent or guardian.Travellers from NSW who enter the state will be subject to the same COVID-19 restrictions as Victorians.Previously, people returning from red zones
had to be Victorian residents.Health Minister Martin Foley said last week the state's risk landscape had changed due to vaccinations ramping up in Victoria."These changes, made on the advice of the public health team and the Chief Health Officer, come as the Victorian community rapidly approaches and is going to pass today 88 per cent of our
population aged 16 and over having at least one dose and 63 per cent having two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine," he said.People entering Victoria will still need to obtain a travel permit from Services Victoria.Border RestrictionsVictoriaNew South WalesCOVID 19CoronavirusLink in bioCONTACT US With Victoria emerging from its fourth COVID-19
incursion from NSW in six weeks, residents in the Victoria-NSW border bubble can only enter Victoria without a permit if they are travelling for essential reasons. The Victorian Chief Health Officer has declared these changes will come into effect at 11:59pm Tuesday 3 August, allowing the border bubble arrangements to continue in a safe way for all
Victorians. Under the changes, border bubble residents can only cross the border to enter Victoria without a permit for: « Necessary goods and services, including medical care and getting a COVID-19 test * Care and compassionate reasons ¢ Paid or voluntary work (including for charitable and religious purposes) * Education (including childcare and
early childhood services) ¢ Getting a COVID-19 vaccination ¢ Sport and exercise at a sporting club or at a sport or physical recreation facility (excluding alpine resorts) People crossing the border to enter Victoria for one of the essential reasons must also not travel further than reasonably necessary to undertake that activity. In other words, if you're
from Albury, you can’t shop in Wangaratta or Melbourne if you can get the essentials you need in Wodonga. These permitted reasons also apply to Victorian border bubble residents who plan to enter New South Wales. They will need to have observed the permitted essential reasons for travel while in New South Wales if they wish to return to Victoria
without a permit under the border bubble system. The changes mean that border bubble residents can cross the border without a permit to get the essentials they need, but not to visit a friend, go for a meal at a pub or to go on holiday. Travel for sport and exercise will be limited to the minimum number of people required to participate and run it -
with spectator travel not permitted. Parents can transport their children for community sport. Existing exceptions to obtaining a permit will continue to apply. These exceptions to the permit system allow a person to enter Victoria for certain reasons, including in emergencies or if they are escaping family violence. If a Victorian border bubble resident
has travelled to NSW or a NSW border bubble resident enters Victoria for a non-essential reason, they aren’t eligible for the border bubble permit exception and can be subject to a fine of up to $5,452. Victoria’s border settings are always under review by the Chief Health Officer depending on COVID-19 risks at any given time, and are subject to
change. The current list of New South Wales and Victorian local government areas in the NSW-Victoria cross border area remains unchanged. These changes currently will not apply to the South Australian-Victoria cross-border area. All of New South Wales remains an Extreme Risk Zone under Victoria’s travel permit system. Quotes attributable to
Minister for Health Martin Foley “With the outbreak in New South Wales still growing, the public health advice is clear: we need to limit unessential movement across the border into Victoria where it is practical and possible.” “We know this will affect many border residents, but so will another outbreak of the Delta variant on our doorstep - we need
to keep our border residents and all Victorians safe.” People from NSW will be allowed to enter Victoria for the first time in three months from 11:59pm on October 19, following the announcement of major changes to the southern state’s border entry policies on October 15. As with many such amendments to restrictions, there is plenty of fine print to
get across, so here’s an easy-to-follow overview of the new rules. Who will be allowed in? From 11:59pm on October 19, all fully vaccinated people from NSW will be able to apply for a permit to enter Victoria. Double-jabbed people travelling from so-called ‘red zones’, which currently means all of Greater Sydney, will be required to return a negative
test result no more than 72 hours before crossing the border. Upon arrival in Victoria, visitors must isolate until they return another negative test result. However, no mandatory 14-day hotel quarantine is required. Fully vaccinated people travelling to Victoria from ‘orange zones’ - which currently means most of regional NSW - will not be required to
isolate or present a negative test result upon arrival. Unvaccinated travellers from ‘red zones’ will still be required to apply for a permit to travel as well as complete a 14-day quarantine upon arrival, although this will now be allowed from home rather than from a costly hotel room. Unvaccinated travellers from ‘orange zones’ will still need to apply
for a permit to enter Victoria, but they will be allowed to isolate until they return a negative test result upon arrival. How do I prove my vaccination status? All people travelling to Victoria from NSW will be required to apply for a permit via Service Victoria, which includes linking a vaccination certificate via Medicare immunisation records, in a
similar fashion to the Service NSW check-in app. While you're in Victoria, you will also be required to download the Service Victoria check-in app and link your vaccine certificate to prove your status upon entering certain businesses. What rules will I need to follow? When in Melbourne, do as the Melburnians do. While visitors are in Victoria, they
must abide by all the active restrictions that are in effect locally, including stay-at-home orders, travel bubbles and bans on visiting other households. Currently, Victoria is still under pretty strict lockdown restrictions until 11:59pm on October 21. From that date, hospo venues will reopen, you can visit private residences and have outdoor events, so it
might just be time to start planning your next Melbourne visit. Want to start planning your next trip to Victoria? Find all the best things to see, do, eat and drink via Time Out Melbourne. New South Wales and Victoria have opened their border to each other, allowing free travel between the two states for the first time in six months.Victoria’s Acting
Chief Health Officer confirmed that the ACT and all remaining orange zone areas in New South Wales would become green zones under Victoria’s travel permit system from 11.59pm on Thursday, 4 November.This means, for the first time in more than six months in Victoria, all Local Government Areas in all states and territories across Australia have
become green zones for the purposes of entering Victoria.For more Health & Wellbeing related news and videos check out Health & Wellbeing >>Travellers entering Victoria from a green zone will not require testing or quarantine.However, they must still obtain a permit from Service Victoria before arriving to declare they are not COVID positive or
required to isolate as a close contact of a positive case.There are no requirements for fully vaccinated Victorians entering New South Wales, unless they have been to a place of high concern in Victoria.Victorians aged over 16 who are not fully vaccinated will not be allowed to enter NSW for recreation or a holiday.In New South Wales, 93.8 per cent of
people aged 16 and over have received their first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine and 89.1 per cent have received both doses.In Victoria, 92.7 per cent of people aged 16 and over have now had at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine and 82.5 per cent have had two doses.Families will soon be able to reunite as NSW and Victoria open their borders to
each other from 11.59pm on November 4. File image. Credit: AAPNew South Wales Premier Dominic Perrottet said this announcement showed the rest of the nation the way forward.“NSW is set to pass 90 per cent double dose vaccination in the near future, with Victoria not far behind, allowing family and friends to be reunited in the lead up to
Christmas after many months of being separated,” he said.If you’d like to view this content, please adjust your .To find out more about how we use cookies, please see our Cookie Guide.“This milestone has only been made possible because people across NSW and Victoria have rolled up their sleeves and led the nation on the road back to normality
thanks to our high vaccination rates.”Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews thanked people on both sides of the border for rolling up their sleeves and getting the jab.If you'd like to view this content, please adjust your .To find out more about how we use cookies, please see our Cookie Guide.“Thanks to the incredibly hard work of Victorians and people in
New South Wales in getting vaccinated, we’re delighted to be able to have free travel between the two states once again,” Andrews said.“Victoria and New South Wales have been through so much over the last few months, and we’re pleased that more families will now be able to reunite just in time for Christmas and the holiday season.”
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